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About 40 years ago many of us sangig) “We are one in the Spirit — we
are one in the Lord ... and we pray that all unitll ame day be restored ... and
they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by dave. Yes, they’ll know ...”

Yes — twveareon€’. - Such a simple sentence may drive an English teacher
bonkers — and my computer grammar checker alsodungeto change the word
choices.© --- The subject and the verb agree in numbet tHmusubject and the
adjective describing the subject do not agree mber. ‘We — on&? | don’t think
SO --- unless we are describing a very young chiéd‘wee one”.© Well now—
enough of this grammatical foolishness.

The statement is truéWe are one!”. This is a strong message from Today’s
Second Reading — from 1st Corinthians: “Just adthdy is one - and has many
members, and all of the members of the body, thonghy, are one body --- so it is
with Christ. For in the one Spinte were all baptized into one bady...”

Does this suggest that we are not individualsthat each of us is the same as
everyone else? Not for a moment! Just as we raag bbserved again, recently,
that every snowflake is different from every oteeowflake© — we have surely
observed that each one of us is dramatically diffefrom every other persof.et -
we are one and each of us is designed to be herself ordlfmsand yet, to live
and towork together withall other people — and - twalk with each other ....

Today’s ' Corinthians reading - deals withis important truth: “Indeed, the
body does not consist ohemember - but omany If the foot wouldsay,

‘Because | am not a hand — | do not belong to theyb- that would nomakeit

any less a part of the body. And if thar would say - 'because | am not aye |

do not belong to the body’ - that would not makanylessa part of the body. If
the wholebodywere areye where would thé@earingbe? If the whole body were
hearing where would the sense sihellbe? --- But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body — each one of them. If allevesingle membemwhere would
the body be? As it ishere are many members, yet one botlgeeyecannot say
to thehand ‘I haveno needf you’ nor again théeadto thefeet ‘I have no need
of you'..... God has so arranged the body, so the memerdave the same care
for one another. If one membsuiffers all suffertogetherwith it; if one member is
honored all rejoicetogether... Nowyou are the body of Christand individually
members of it.”What a marvelous design!\Ve are one- in Christ Might each
of us do well to becommore aware of all other people- and then - within the



body — concentrate on beingr own unique self --- andat the same time, be

Today is the 8 Sunday since Christmas — and next Sunday is Imeianu
annual meeting — on the Sundastweerthe NFL Conference Championships and
the Super Bowl. (Good planning, Dan!) Soon afthristmas, Dan gave me a copy
of my Annual Report from a year ago — with a littlete that it was time for another
such edition. He did not know, then, that som#hefcontent of that “last year’s
pastoral report” would fit into Today’s messaga.that report | quoted from a
sermon that | had preached, at Immanuel, on thetllr@unday in Advent '08. It
was a helpful messadgleen— and | believe that is still appropridtelay.

A year ago, | wrote:*Each of us ismportantbecause each of us ipeesence
of God - to others. My wish for Immanuel is that will be ever more mindful of
how privilegedwe are - and that we will continue to be willingrficipants in
God’s reaching out to others. Here is part of wina$ proclaimed, at Immanuel on
Advent IV. ‘God’s plarwas— and God'’s plan stils — to enlistpeoplein the
processof beingpresento other people — for théenefitof all people. Christmas is
about ‘presencé Please note the clear pronunciation of the woesd well as the
spelling=presence. Eternal God mp@senceamong us --- in the living Christ
— the promised Messiah, born of Mary, the young aonvho didn’'t understand
what was going on, or how it could be — but newaddbs saidOK! This living
Christ ispresentamong peopleat present- having become one of us, in order to
deal with our deficits — suffering and dying forars a cross --- anegkclaiming life,
on the third day. Thpresenceof the living Christ, among us, is experiencethi@
broken bread and the shared wine of the Holy EisthaAnd — after we are blessed
— we are sent out into the world to be Bresence of Gotb each other and to the
multitudeswho are battered by the storms of life — in theldkoPlease join me in
asking God to help ua=ll - to be ever more mindful of the importance of our
presencen theplan - and our hoped fanvolvemenin theprocessof loving and
caring forall people. Let’s all join Mary and say: OK...”

No matter what the grammarians might s&ye are One “We are the Body
of Christ —and individual members of’'it Each of us is a unique and vital part of
the Body of Christ — designed to do our individpatt - in the vital activity of the
Body — in the world. Each of us is challengedacodr individual part in the
process- because each of us is a vital part ofgtesence And —we are one

singit © “We are one in the Spirit — we are one in the Lard(repeat) ... and
we pray that all unity will one day be restoredndAthey’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love. Yes, they’'ll know we @hgistians by our love.”Amen,
l.e. “may it be so”, for us.






